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ARXHITECTURE 
~ - -x A Property is associated with events that have made ! m A i w P ~ ~ . _ - -  .- - a significant contrtbutlon to The broad panerns of 

our h~story. 

- - 6 Property IS associated w~th the lives of persons 
sfgntflcant in our past. 
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- 
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- 
_. C a bichplace or grave. 

- 
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~ - 
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N/A 
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ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County. V A  

.?ociorluqe Inr. ias 3 3 1 ~ -  ze:---een l a 2 1  and 1 8 2 3  5.- Cahn a i b r a i ~ h  on 
-3nc inai aizosz . - - -  . i already con~arned ocnor ouiidings 

. . 
F .: . > -  :nc-zalng a a x e + - ;  L..c-stor:~ brlcic kouse ouilt o? Gaibraitb. 

.. . > =  .~ . . runccl3nec as 2 ':;-r . . -  ,.e:i 3s a stapecoacn s : ~ p  3r.a zavern cr. 
, .  . . - 

' . -  . ;use ..;as =dded :ne . ~ L L O V  y . 2 3 ~ .  ~. r~ srounc id41 u ~ T _ I ?  3 
- a r q E  f9Ur-r.33T. . - ,-- - . . . -,: - -  . ~ n e  norrh of the s r ~ b ~ n a i  sectior.. 
. . 

i-~nocgn the r c p e r ~ ;  .~rzer~orated s~eaaily aver ike nesc  for^:; . . - .  
;-ea~s. in cne :dcv; r.?e house %as remcaeied. i n e  LWO-story 
porckes. the .;inaot;s. 2nd same inxerior detaiiing such as mantels 
2nd -loors rr-r! .::Ls .aer~cd, Fer; changes were rnade to the 

. . -. kousi afxer r.-.e 1 - c u s .  *ne house reralns :nter~cr cezaliing from . . "- . , . . 
--a r:.ree cf : :3 32 ;I ; : .  311:ia~~. campaifns, inciua1r.z ilne Federai 
aar.:zis 2nd cne :azc:L*verea s ~ a i r .  The hcuse 2s 1: 2s:; exists is 
L?.Y sun of izs apprc:: :rr .c?~el-- 60-year architfcrurai e\.-iutlon. 

- ~ . . ine earlies-, =cr.r;gsrn~~~n qr '  :he building nor; tinovn zs iiockbridge 
Inn vas a five-bay. c-c-z- brick structure w:cn a ni~ched roof. -. . buiicixg. e z a n  ir. 6 and compie~ed Ln 1 2 L 3  0.v John 
- .  . .  . 
r :  s 2 r .  L C  residence, was c o n s ~ r u c r e ~  in Fiemisn 

. . 
5 o n c  using brlchs prsd-c-~ on :ne sire. .~lthough cne zr:=Kworic has 
jeep reworKec 1- 33::: ~ z - r a j .  zuch of ihe originai nansnry is s ~ i l i  -. eviieni. ine crlcks a:? very reguiar in size, anc rhe poin~ing is - estrernelv fine. i z e  orlg~nal structure had a double-:lie, center- 
passage plan. : 2 ssmmetricai front facade and :r;o interior -. ckimne?,~ on each en5. .ne srructurai members evlden: under the 
hocse were hand-ie~~n. 

-. ine interior of :he bull?lrng ietains some of the features from rne 
7 early 13th centur:.. ihe h-~de, mitred, door- and ~~inaov-moldings. 

rcide baseboard ~iltn o x l i e  cop. heavy chair Tall, cornices, and much . . 
of h e  wide ;lne :loorlno date from the eariiesr period sf 
consrruction. -. ine s~ralght-run stair on :he i;esr side of rhe 
entrance haii, 1.i tn 1 ;s distinc~ive caniiieverea sLrucrure, showing 
no visibie means of support, ma>- be original to the house, althoush 
much of its aetaiiing, inciuding the square Easriake newel, dates 
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- 
ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County, VA 

(Architectural Analysis, contd.) 

. . 
uoors ! ~ n ~ u c i r r  rht. p o c k ? ~  doors beixeer. ine fr2r.r anc rear ro0_~1s . . 
on eac- 31-1 i: z c t i  na--.: ir e o~;s~nzL seczicr: of the nouse 

. . fearur? ro-: :.?cen;e,: p z n e l s  1::ir. reisec cer.zers, :;i=h zze larse: 
. . panels cn : a : .  ..-- ----r:z:e - iarzei'- a a ~ e s   fro^ ino eariy ixenzlei:: - . . cenrur: . .ne frznr i!3-1. 55 I\?LL 2s :re rgomi r ~ n  r:.p back ir.c:~z; 

side cr' rr.5 z~lr~r.3: sec;:~r. na\,'e a ,c : !n i r .  2-2:-; e nzrrow cornlzs ;s 
" - - .  f3ur.d in a:- c; cr.e roons on ~ n e  firs: r locr. ine second floor r.as 

. . 
s cornlce and cnair rail ocl- in zhe ha-I. 

Sometime around 1841, as suggested by a $500.25 increase in the 
assessed value of the property's buildings, an addition was made to 
the north side of the house, consisting of two large and two small 
rooms on each floor, with a small connector (which may have been a 
porch originally) between old and new sections. There is 
an interior chimney between the two rooms. The 1841 wing of the 
house has fluted trim with bullseye corner blocks, and the doors 
are five-panel. The baseboard is also fluted. Flooring is 
narrowerin this section, and runs north-south, as opposed to the 
east-west direction of the flooring in the older wing. Structural 
members here were circular-sawn. 

. . - 
when Coione- henry Cnester yarsons ounej :ne proper? in  he i88Cs. 
most of the remaining alterations were made that gave the house 
1ts currer.: appearance. ?losr noxab1:-, ?arsons added the doubie- 
stor>- porches encircling the sourn, ess:, and xest facades of ir.e -. 
nouse. l n e s ~  porches, likeiy modeied from rnose at the Zarural 
aridze iiozei raiso ounea anc rernodeiec w:: Farsonsi. nay hay:- beer. . . 
construczec D- the same buiiders uho xcrkec a: Farsons's Natura; 
Briage properties. The uooden - porches, seven bays on the sour:! 
facade, sls on the east. and six plus four o n  tne sest, nave turned 
r;ooden poszs. The second sxory of tneporcn nas a railing in an ?.- 

and-cross configurazion: Enere is nc raillng on tne firs: level. 
Some smail curl-in8 b r a c ~ e ~ s  remai,? on eirner s i d e  of rke porcr. 
posts. Tne porches nave snaiioi; nipped roors and rnngue-and-8roc7.-5 . . 
wood ceilings. 
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ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County, VA 

(Architectural Analysis, contd.: 

-, ~ n e  lG30s renocollne zisc inciuded idding ci-cued end gabies ulzh 
- .  to-over-to cotibi.r-hung sash iiinar-- 2 s r ~ r  ine I'ron~ recelt-ed 5 

. . ciippea gahie ;<iLn pzired r~~o-o-:er-t~~o r:indoxs. 

Aiso in the lYSOs, rhe xrcdows :<ere remodelea. The ;<ood doubie- 
nun&? sash riindo~-.s in -he neri i n  are a simpiified Jueen Anne - .  con;:gurazion of 3:e Larze center pane r;Ltn eipnr smali edge panes. 
cy*r -.. & L V ~  panes. i n  the orizinai sec:ion. the windous on the fro-: 
facade a r e  also ~ s o c  double-hung sash, u i ~ h  one large center pane 
encircle2 53- smali square panes, over txo panes. On the east anc 
xest facades. rne r;indous are a mixture of the s'ame Queen Anne- 
style windows as on -he front, aiong with some one-pane wood sash 
casement ~ i ~ d o ~ i s  r i i - h  fixed -,ransoms naving one center pane and 
encircirng smalisr panes. On rne esst facade on the second floor, 
-. . -. ~b.0 addirionai ;<indorcs vere addec OL the ieft and right sides. ine 
orner 1;indcs or, tais and zhe xest facade are paired on each fioor -. at tne center or' the facade. ~ n e  rnasonrs around ail the windor; 
openings snoxs evidence of aireration, probahiy indicating that tne 
1880s windows are a iarger size ~ h a n   nose there pre~iousi-Y. 
-  he front door frames on -,he first and second fioor appear to be 
original to the house, although tne doors themselves, with tneir 
one large pane over tuo heaviiy-moiced indented panels, probably 
date from the 1680s remodeiing. iikeeise, the three-light transom 
and two-light slieiiZhzs probajlg date from chis period. 

Aithoughthe appearance of any porch that exisred prior to the 
1880s is uni~nocn, there are some ciues as to its appearance. The 
fact tnat the secona-floor door, being identicai zo that on the 
first floor, appears to predate the 1880s porches may indicate that 
a prior porch liiekiise had two scories, or at Least a roof deck or 
some sort. In addition, a aescriprion of the house from 1867 (when 
the property xas sold at, auction to relieve the estate's 
indebtedness) mentions a "portico" chose roof had failen in. The 
previous porch, -,hen, may have been a one-bay portico over the 
central fronc door, uith a fiat roof, perhaps with a raiiing. 
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ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County, VA 

(Architectural Analysis,. contc 

-, i n e  :;cod man:..-s s n  t n e  ~ n r e r l o r  o r  Ene n o u s e  r e i ' l z c r  ~ ; l e  s e v e r e l  - 
p e r i o d s  of  c o n s ~ r u c r i o n  a n d  r e m o d e i i n :  c n a c  n o c i i b r i d g e  I n n  

-, a n d e r r j e n c .  :ne  m a n r e l s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  f i o o r  rgoms on :he ijesr. s i c e  
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a i  n o u s e  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p e r - o d  ,.' C O ~ S L ~ U C E L U E  

a n a  shot4 e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  F e c i e r a l  s c y i e .  . n e  o n e  in c n e  s o u r h ~ e s :  
. . c o r n e r  room i s  p a r : : c s i a ~ i ~ . -  f i n e .  XI r h  c e i l c a r e  d e ~ a i i i n g  i n c i s d i n -  

. . 
r n u e n z e d  s l ce  g a r . e i s .  h e r r i n g b o n e - p a t t e r n  cer . , . lnz ,  a n d  u i d e  

- .  o l r e r h a n g i n q  s n ~ e i f .  i.11 o c s e r  e a r l y  r x a n t e i .  i n  r h e  n o r z h r ~ e s t  c o r n e r  - 
r s o m .  i s  a n u c n  more  s i n p i i f i e d  "ctrai  f o r m .  i m a n t e i s  shoi; 
h e a s r l e r  G r e e k  X e l - i v a l  s t y l i n g :  o n e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  room o n  c h e  
wesc siee 02' t h e  o r l o i n a i  s e c t i o n ' s  f i r s t  r l o o r ,  a n d  o n e  i n  r n e  
n o r t h e r n  room on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  s e c o n d  f i o o r .  T h e s e  two m a n t e l s .  
a i t h o u g n  n o t  tile same. x i t n  t h e i r  c i a s s i c a i  r ' o r n s  a n d  h e a i . ~  
m o i d i n g s ,  i i k e ~ r  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  c i rca  i 8 i l  r e m o c e i i n g .  A i l  o f  t n e  
c i h e r  m a n r e i s  i n  r e  h o u s e  p r o b a b i : , -  d a r e  f rom t h e  i880s 
r e n c v a z i o i s .  T h e s e  m a n x e i s ,  a l s o  n o t  i d e n t i c a i  i c  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
e s n i b i t  E a s t l a i r e  d e t a i l i n g ,  c h a m f e r e d  e d g e s ,  a n d  s p i n d l e  b r a c k e t s .  

S m a l l  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  a i t e r a r i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  made :o r h e  h o u s e  i n  rr:? 
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  s u c h  as a t w o - s x o r y  c i n d e r b i o c i i  appendag ;  i n  t h e  
c o r z e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  n o r t h  a n a  s o u t h  w i n z s  on c i e  e a s t  s i d e ,  a n d  
s m a l l  e n c l o s u r e s  o f  t h e  p o r c h e s  o n  t h e  cesr  s i d e  o f  t h e  n o r ~ h  ~ i n z .  

The e n z i r e  h o u s e  nor; h a s  a . s t a n d i n g - s e a m  m e t a l  r o o f .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  main  h o u s e  o n  c h e  p r o p e r t v .  : h e r e  a r e  i r i c  
o u ~ b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  f r o m   he e a r i 3 -  t v e n ~ i e t n  cenr.;r.:: a s h e c -  

-, 
r o o f e d  wooden g a r a g e ,  a n d  a g a b l e - r o o f e d  i icoden s h e d .  ice  
a s s e m b l a g e  o f  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  c h a t  o n c e  o c c u p i e d  :he s i t e ,  i n c i ~ d i n g  - 
2 v e r y  iarge b a r n  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  i s  n o t  e x t a n t .  i h e  
g a z e b o  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  a d d e d  by t h e  S k i d m o r e s  i n  
i392. 
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ROCKBRIDGE INN 
Rockbridge County. VA 

5cacement of Significance 

Eocitbrige Inn e,?sc=:?s :?e diszlnczive cnar2ccer~sr~cs of an ezr1'- . . .. . 
S L ~ % ~ C C ~ C . ?  :nn 5r.c L?;??:. :n xesrern i:rci?.:a. 3ulit berrGeen l 8 2 i  
ar.c i 6 S h .  2 - b r i c i i  :a\-ern is Lscarec ~ i o n z  the route of 
=he olc Yalie- Soac. .:ne z f  rce przmary ~ 3 r t h - ~ ~ . .  krh transporrar~o- 

. . . ro.dres -1r:i:nz Gr.: --:: -;?i:z. 2zi:inors. 3-c 1kash:3qr~n, 5. C .  , ~ i i ?  
lands 1;esr anc s > ~ ~ : c ~ - e s ; .  3ccKbriage i n r .  ;i;ised s siqniiicanr roie 
1.1 the aeveiopmer.: c f  Sociibride Launr? azc 12s jhenandoan i;aliei-. 
servln? as 3 S:JJ ar. :ne sraaecoacn rozze for zraveiers and for 
tourisrs visiting :\a~ural Sridqe. The inn nas been associated x i ~ h  
evenrs and peopie \.er?- lnporran: ro aoc~bridge County. It was 
buiir by john Gaibraizn. a iarge iandowner in the countr. At one 
:ime i: was owned 3.- Soisnei E.  C. Parsons. ;he primary developer 
and promoier of !;a-,ur.x, 3r;czt. Ir ;;as P2rsor.s ;;no %as responsibie 
for tne ldaus aaciricr. cf rne diszinc-,:ve double-srory porches 
which k-rap arounc rne bu;iaing, as well as for orner remodelins 
chat rook piace at Tne same zime; IS30 being  he end of the period 
of significance of rne proper-,:;. The 4.5-acre sire consists,of rhe 
main tavern/res:cence and rco noncontribuzing ourbuildings. 

Historical Background 

The land vnere Z o c ~ b r ~ d z e  Inn noG stands Gas once part of a iarge 
1,000-acre plancarion oi~ned by James Giimore. Ciirnore and his k-ife 
?iartha vere eariy settlers in the Frockbridge Counry area, iisted as 
taxpayers a s  eari,~ as i . 1  The Giimore farniiy played an 
imporcant roie in e creazion and deveioprnenr of iiockbridge 
County. John Giimore served on the first court and vestry of the 
newly-formed county in i 7 7 8 .  The Giimore men were appointed 
surveyors and keepers of some of the earliest roads in the area in 
one of the first acts of the elected officials of the county. (2) 
They served in leadership in the local militia, served as 
constables, sheriffs, and deputies, and were among the earliest 
tavern owners in the area. 
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:. . - vvnen Jzmes Giimore c ~ e c  ;n 1 1 5 2 ,  ne rhs prosrr~y LO his cxo . . -, . ~ . , .  
younger sons, josrpr. anu ' n - ~ ~ i a m .  ine 2iancarior. concainec y o i  

Lcres at -,he ciae. ia:er reGuced to 905 acrss. In L6u3, josepk . . Giimore iived in a ncme iinor~n as vier: ?iont, a ~wo-scory bricir house ... . . . 
co-eres xizh vsoc. .*iiilam Giimore lived ax C-iieac. a one- story 
r:ooden &~eiiin$ ri:-,r. a scone founca~ion. ( 4 1  Eitner of chese houses 
ina3- have been the or~zinai residence of their e r  James, or 
tnere mar have been : I ;  nen dueliings built on che lznd ieft 03-  
:axes Siimore. .\fLer che acreage was increased co i .  $ 1 7  acres. :he 
brozners civiaea the iand becr~een chem, each receilTinn 508.3 acres. 
.After further iransaczions, Joseph sold his iand LO John kallace, 
and iiiliiam soid his land to John Alien in 1818. Alien in turn 
sold ;he property to john Galbraith in 1821.(5) 

jonn i-albra:ith r;as a isrge landowner in the area, and r;as listed as 
a taspayer in the county as eariy as li82. ile purchased a vas- 
cracc of iand originaiiy part of the aorden Grant, the earliest 
iand grant in the area LNovember 6, 17391. Land was iater 
purchased from Galbraith's estate for the construction of Virginia 
Xilirary Institu~e. 

in 1821, Galbraith becan construction on Galbraich Tavern, nor; 
known as Rockbridge inn, iii~h construction complecea bv 1523. 
figures frdm the period accest to tne construction of a significanr 
dwelling on the site.16) Gaibraith kneu that the main stage rouKe 
iiould be running past his property along the old Vaiiey Ftoaa, later 
the Valley Turnpike; Gaijraith built the Lavern co accornmoda~e 
those traveling along rne stage route. Galbraith Tavern, operated 
by Galoraich for over 20 years, was a piace for changing horses and 
the'iast srop of the stagecoach before Xatural Sriage, a favorite 
tourist spot. 

The Shenanaoah Vailey of Virginia was settied primarily by Scotch- - irish and Germans from Pennsylvania, hith settlement beginning in 
the li30s. The se~tlers, mostly farmers, ~raveiied along an 
"ancient buffalo traii or Karrior's Path, which much later became 
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- , - :he i'aiiel- ~crnp:i.:~, : i i This rozie at one zime :;as referred to 3s - . .  he 2enns3-iva~la xoad or tne Great wagon Road or tne Caroiina -. Eoad. t d i lne r ~ n l ~ e  men sn tne kockbridge area used the .. - . .  . L-rear ?ath," :;n;c;l ~ 2 s  in tne basic locarion of the Valley - 1urnpilie.191 The i'aiiep Turnpike. one 2f the most famous of 
several roads construcrec dzring the l83Gs, rTas incorporated in 
i 8 3 4  and used for nucn corth-sou~h travei. it iater became known 

. .. as the Lee iiighh-a)- sno L . 3 .  Eoutc 11. 

- .  
:ne stagecoach :;as ;ie crlmarg. neans of land transportation in the . - earik- liaOSs, carr:-ing both passengers and mail. The stagecoach 
:raveled north and south in rne Shenandoah Vailey,-with one of its 
first routes in the area along tne Piank Road between Lexington and -. 
auchanan. ~ n e  ?lank 3oaa was so named because pianirs were laid 
across the road in an effort to smooth out the ride and avoid the 
mud and hoies. >!irando, a tavern owned by the Matier family, uas 
cne sts7pihg p0ir.t bezween Lesington and Buchanan, lor food and for 
a change of horses, Later, when the Galbraith Tavern was built, 
zne primary route uas changed and the szages stoppeci at Galbraith - lavern on irs runs.li0; 

5 

i copy of a pocker map entitied "Yitchei's ?!ap of Virginia," dated 
i837, &as found in tne desk of John Beeton. a former resident of 
Lexington. In it, the few stagecoach routes through the Valley are 
mapped.. There was a route. from Richmond to Lexington and on to 
Chariesron', hesz \-irginia. There was a stage -,hat rraveiiea 
between Lexington and Staunton, and another between Lexington and 
Saiern, a .distance of 5 2  miles, three cimes a week. The route was 
described by James :.icClung: '.Going southwest to Salem, what is at 
present known as tne Natural Bridge road is folior<ea to the oid 
Gaibraith. Place ane thence proceeds on co Pattonsburg (nor; 
Buchananl on the James River."( l i )  Galbraith Tavern is the only 
stage stop that ?!cClung specifioally mentions, thereby indicating 
its prominent role in the transportation system. At both Salem and 
Staunton .the stage coacnes connected with other stage lines, 
rherebr making travel from one town to another quite possible. 
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Gaibrsitc Tavern uas a siqnificanc meecing Locacion in Xockbridge 
County. The commissioners of roads and ocher go\-ernmencal bodies 
often mer. at the cavern, as evidenced by advercisemencs ai5d minuces 
of those meetings. 

Galbraith was fcrced LO sell the cavern in i r j 4 5  c~ pay off bonds r;s 
- ,  

;.nicn he k-as ooli?'a-,ec. The LesingLon newspapers, ine i-azecte and 
. . . . 
a l e -  c a r  as e s the Staunton Soecta~or nercssaper carried 
:be acvertisemenc for the sale: 

3y virtue of deed of trust made by Jonn Gaibralxh to k'illiam 
Taylor and James D .  Davidson, on the 17th of February, 1843, 
and on record i z  che Clerk's office of Rockoridge. I shali 
.zroceed on che l i c h  day of !lay nesz, on tne prenises. to sell 
ac public auccion, a tract of land in said Councv--430 acres, 
more or iess--This tract iies on the main Valley i2oad, 12 
miies from Lexington, 2 miies from Xaturai Bridge, and within 
1 miles of James River, which is navigable ac sii seasons for -. 
boats conveying seventy or more barrels sf o u r  lne 
improvements consist of a large tk-o story a r i c ~  iiouse, r;ich 
ten rooms in it conveniently arranged, a good Brick Kitchen. 
Smoke House, and Ice House, all in good repair. and a large 
log stable. The house has been occupied for macy years as a 
tavern, and IS, as we11 from i ~ s  sltuacion, as its 
arrangement, admirably adapted to that purpose. In addicion 
co che improvemen~s above mentioned, whicn are sicuaced on cne 
road, there is near the centre of tne farm a iarge lo8 barn 
~ i t h  sheds on three sides, and a dwelling house tk-o stories 
high .built of hewed logs and a good kicchen, so that the 
purchaser if he does not choose to occupy the building on the 
road may rent it oue as a Tavern. About 230 acres of the land 
are cleared, the balance is we1 1 timbered--consisting of black 
oak, walnut, poplar and -hickory. The cleared iand is in a 
good'stace of cultivation, abour'35 acres of it are well ser, 
with clover, there are about 23 acres of good meadow ail 01 
unich can be wacered from the stream which passes through it. 
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-. . , .ze h-no,e - 2  -ncLzsea ::i:il a gocc zence 2nd rne - .  
rleids m y  5 e  5; srrsnqed as :c nave -arer in each. The 
neighworhooa 1s a good one and enrireir heaitnv. I t  is . 
seiaom ;ha1 so 'ies;raoie a r r a c ~  of ;and rs iC the 
marker. i i 2  i 

- 
ihonas k-eich cur~nassc -2 :  ? r c ~ e r ~ - -  s: cne auczion: however. ~ i t i e  

. . . . . - - .. . Eransfer uas 23: :::~LL:?c A ~ S J J .  after :te~ch's deatn. - ~ ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~  oue:.e ,- ,-....~zec - tne ;=cper~:- a5 aucrior. in 1 - 2 4  . . -  rc%ough he 
. . . . . . never iivea ?:ere. z e  ina nis n e ~ r s  =enred ~ n e  properry out for 

use as a far%. . - I.. 1s unciear wnetner the property ;;as used as a 
tavern foliowing ics saie by Gaihraith. It r;as operated as a farm, 
experiencing ver)- narc zimes during the iate l85Gs and rhe iivii . . 
war. Pousue died in L S d 2 ,  ceepip in debt. In l 8 6 7 ,  a lawsui~ was 
F'!-d 5 y  the ziiarcisn 2f "ougues cniidren demanciing that the A - + -  

properr?- be soid ro kelp ailevlare ~ h e  indebredness of tne estate. 
Deposi~ions during the case descri~e the property as in a state of -. 
disrepair. lne kitchen had fallen doKn. -,he port:co had been 
wi~nout a roof for La montns. the uinaows xere uitnour glass, and - 
the ourbuildings uere in baa condition.(i31 :he famu had 
depreciated in vaiue ever since Pougue hac purcnasea i ~ .  The farm 
was auctioned off, belng 9urcnasec b y  john Pougue. jonatnan's 
brother. 

The sraiecoach conr~r.xed t s  be -he ?r-aary source of ~ransporration 
in rne area foiiouln Lhe Civil h'ar. i description of the stage 
routes was made bi %-iliam 6. Xiiis. uno drove staves for 18 years 
beginning in i z i l :  

The stage ran from aucnanan LO Natural Bridge, where -. connection was made rcirh trains. lne stage line Gas known as 
the Harmon Line. iioads in those days were no .joke, commented 
Mr. Wills. Often, in rainy Seasons, a coach would sink almost 
axle deep in mud. The rrip from Buchanan to Natural Bridge 
required a day and it required ariother day to .,ravel by stage 
from Katurai Bridge to Lexington. There were no holdups in 
those days, he said, aitnougn ail drivers carried a weapon. 
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. . . . 
LSU~L~.:, noi;e;-er. :he gun rjas kepr in 3 c ~ f f i e  sack rjith ~. ocner s c j p l ~ + s .  xr. Kilis said he remembers as a boy 
seeing Lrcn ore nauied in rjagons bounci for Zuchanan Lo be 
loaded in boats adding that many persons vere thus kept 
busy, 1 1 4  i 

;ohn 'ougue liso d;ed -3 &ebt, and rhe properr:; was again soid in . . order ro ai_-..-lace :ndebredness. .A number of people purchased :he -. farn but rjiz.".~n 2 .-ear cr .fxo defauitec on rne bones. ine heirs of - . . Johr. rougue ronainec  he legai owners of cne roperry uncii . - 2 .  

&hen 3aud Parsons paid ~ h e  ?ougue heirs off compiozeiu. 

Dne of the oh-ners of the property during chis rime iias the Naeurai - Zridge rorest Compzn?.., rcnicn bought the farm ~n .iugusr; 30, 1 3 8 s .  - . . . - - .ne .\a<ur=; sriase r i r e s r .  Company also orinea Sacarsi Zridge. 5. C. - --arsons -as cne presiaenc and chief scockholaer of rne company. 
Coionei ii. C. Parsons was a very prominent man in Xocsbridge Count:- 
in che i880s and 1890s. iie was noc especiaiiy popuiar in che 
county as he a d  served in tne Union army during che Civil Kar, . 
being xounded in che aattle of Gercysburg. Parsons formed 3 

company to bulid che oid Eiichmonc-.-liiegheny 3aiiroad, later che 
James Ri:.er aivision of the Chesapeake 61 Ohic Zaiiroad and now C S X ,  
r;hicn ran from i;.ichmonc to Ciifton Forge. ge purcnased land for 
this venrure from the failing Games River & hanawna Co. in order co 
build the railroad in  he tow-path of c;?e canai. it was during 
chis construction period that Parsons became interested in che 
Rocicbridge area.il5l iie purchased Sarurai Bridge ir: l B B i ,  becoming 
its tenrn owner. 

"No one has ever done so much to improve :he property as did 
Colonel Parscns."(16) He made the most significant contribution cs 
the development of Natural Bridge as a vacation retreat, park acd 
resort in its history, developing perhaps h e  largest privateiv 
owned park in the United States at that time.117) He built roads 
and highways through the woods for horse vehicies and bridle paths. 
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. . 
Se iiep~ i t i  or 3 i  O C ~ ~ C L E Z  ~ O ~ S P S  a: rne s~ablrc cl :\.aruril Brice,= - - .  . . 
both for hls daucnrers a n c  fs; rhe rrave~ilng 3ublic. 2e operarec 
:he Natural tiridge 5 ~ 3 ~ 2  frslr. Sarilral Bridge ??ailroad Station to 
tne Narurai Ijricze Zcr his zues-s. lie espanded the grorinds, b u i i ~  - -. . . 
Appieciore Corr-e -. --c . rhe a i o  notel. improved tne ois 
Jefferson Lorrzge. z?.c zddec bozh ecds of tne Foresr Inn iiotei.(iSi 
-. -. ~ n e s e  bs~icings xerr for cir.~n.-, dancing and iocgins. ~ c e  >d-atursl 

. . - Bridge area 1 s   ILL s very s~gnirlcanr couris; arrracrion rc th2 - - 
econam:: GI ~ocii5ricge Counts . 
Parsons transferred the ownership of Natural Bridge in 1884 to the 
Natural Bridge Forest Company, which he ran expertly during the 
next years. In 1890, the Natural Bridge Forest Company transferred 
much of the land received from the Parsonses to the Natural Bridge 
Park Company, reserving the Parsons, Natural Bridge, and the 
Gatehouse for the Parsonses themselves. The Natural Bridge Park 
Company expected a land boom to occur around the park and the town 
of Glasgow. It laid out building lots and envisioned a populous 
resort community. The boom never occurred, only a few lots were 
sold, and the company had to concentrate its activities on the 
Natural Bridge itself. 

Parsons uas responsible for renovating the oid Galbraith Tavern. 
During his oxnership double-srory porcnes r;ere added to the 
builclng'or. three sides; porches extremely similar ro those adaec -. 
to a hotel at Serurai Bridge. ine windows uere enlarged, and the 
attic do-rmers xere added probzbly a1 tne same rime. The stair 
detaiiing, and possibiy its st~ucture, date from this remodeling as 
weli. Parsons aiso installed in the building one of the firs: 
electrical sysrems in the area. 

H. C. ?arsons died zragicaiil; in i894, murdered by a train 
conductor whom Parsons had reported for insoient behavior. Parsons 
left everything, including the old Galbraith property, to his wife 
N e e  and his daughters. 1 s .  ?arsons continued to live ar 
jefferson Cortage, probably spending time at %he Galbraith properzy 
as weii. Her rr;o daughrers Gretchen and ?laud also inherited rne 
property; in i90i Xeiiie Parsons bought the interest of Maud 
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?arsor.s >!ciiuer and owned zne propert>- rn con.junceion rii~h her 
dauznter Gretchen. In 1904 a i3eed of Fartition c:: - - lenants in 
Common was recorded, dividing the property between Seilie Parsons 
and Gretchen Parsons Brinron. Seiiie received the 1.-esrer'n portion 
of the property, it38 acres. and Gretchen recei\;ed the eastern 
porrion, 56 acres and rhe pjimarr residence. 

Neiiie Parsons soid ner properr:. co George i<. Parsons in i905, wno 
uan:ed the properry to become a fuii-time farmer. It is beiieved 
but not documen~ed thac he i;as a reiative or^ ti. i. Parsons. iie 
lived in the house 200 yards from the tavern unrii ire bought it in 
i 3 i 9 ,  shortly after his marriage to Yary Elizabeth kiiiiams. ?is. 
iviiiiams had previousiy iived in the tavern as a boarder when she 
had firsc moved to Rockbridge County to become cne first woman 
principal of Saturai Bridge Schooi. 

?arsons renamed the tavern Rockbridge Inn and operated it as sucn 
in conjunction with the farm. The Inn was popuiar wich visirors co 
Natural bridge. The Lee Sighway, the primary road for travelers. 
passed right in front of the Inn, following the route of zhexZreat 
Vailey Road. In addition. che Parsonses used the inn as a boarding 
house for local school teachers. Even during rhe Great Depression, 
the Parsonses were abie zo make ends meet from the income from the 
Inn. 

In 1936, the Lee iiighway vas slightly re-routed, cuttins the 
Zockbridge~Inn off from the main transporrarion rouce for the first 
time in ir;s history. The road moved because of a poiitical 
maneuver by J. Lee Davis, manager of the Natural Bridge, and Mr. 
.Anderson, State Road Commissioner. According to family iegena, Tne 
Satural Bridge Hotel was iosing business to the local inns. 
inciuding Rockbridge Inn, and Davis wanted to recapture that 
business. His ploy was to re-route the primary fiow of traffic 
away from the inns, and he was successful in convincing Anderson to 
do just that. Rockbridge Inn was effectively put out of business 
as an inn: it continued to rent rooms to boarders, but rhe tourist 
Doom was over. 
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.At t h e  c s a r n  o f  1;. * .  f a r s o f i s  Ln iY52, 2cckbr:dze I n n  p a s s e d  t o  h i s  
l ~ i f e .  :her. ro nis L n r e e  c h i l d r e n  r 'o i ior ; rng n e r  c i ea tn .  I n  i 3 6 8 ,  
Sanc i - .  cne y o u n s e s r  ;:' t n e  z h r e e ,  a c q u i r e d  i iocicbr iage i n n  a n d  e i g n r  
a c r e s  a s  h e r  s n a r e  s f  t i e  p r c p e r t y ,  v h i l e  h e r  twc b r o t h e r s  s h s r e d  
i ' L n e  r s n a i n d e r  3 f  t.?e f a r m .  The f a r m  proper t : -  x a s  i z t e r  d i v i d e d  -. 
b e t x e e n  George Farso: is  2nd P e t e r  P a r s o z s ' s  xiaor;. ~ n e  f a r m  i s  u s e d  
as a  c a z r l e  a  : . s c ~ > - ,  a n d  i i o c i c b r ~ d g e  i n n  i s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  or' - .  . . 
:<ant:; and h e r  n u s a a z c  L o s i s  ZH.? ,,more. 

i i o c i i o r ~ d g e  i n n  h a s  ~ l a : ? e i  a s i g n i i i c a n z  r o i e  :n i h e  d e v e i o p m e n t  08' 
i i ockb r idge  Counry .  I i  !.-as a p r o m i n e n t  component  i n  t h e  
z r a n s p o r L a t i o n  svste?m i n  r n e  a r e a  as i t  G a s  d e v e i o p i n g ;  it has v e r y  
c l o s e  3 s s o c i a ~ i 3 r .  i i i  i h  Z a i u r a i  B r i d g e ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  
counzs-; a n d  i r  i;as a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i i v e s  o f  many p e o p l e  iqho made 
g rea ;  c o n r , r i b u i i o n s  r o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n i  o f  t h e  a r e a .  
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. . :!u~'iaL ~- A s s u r a n c e  S o c ~ b r l - ,  2ee i  4, i o l u m e  T . ~ O L L C Y -  :Go. b 1 T?L. 

3 o c h 5 r i d c e  C o u n t r  Land  3 0 0 k .  1813-1821 .  

. ? o c ~ o r l a z e  S o u n t r  L a n a  Book ,  i8" '  ~ 4 .  

. . .. . . . - Uabney ,  ~ i r a i n i u s .  \ I r = n l a :  : h e  X e w  Domin ion  : i 9 T i J ,  p .  3 4 .  

Y o r z o n .  p. I d i .  

- .  Z a v i s ,  ,. l e e  and i o r n p ~ i n s ,  E . P .  The N a t u r a i  Eriaee a n d  I t s  
a i s t o r i c  S u r r o u n c i n b s  ( X a t u r a i  B r i d g e ,  V i r g i n i a .  1 9 3 9 ) .  D. 2 .  

Y o o r e ,  n c d a .  \Corks P r o g r e s s  . A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  1 - i r z i n i a  .. . -. d l s ~ o r i c a l  i n v e n t o r y ,  R o c k b r i a q e ,  1 9 3 6 ,  p .  1 1 .  

XcClung , James, " O l d  S t a g e  R o u t e " ,  S o r k s  P r o g r e s s  
A d i n i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  b - i r g i n i a  t i i s t o r i c a i  i n i f e n t o r q - .  R c c k b r i d g g ,  ., 1 3 3 6 ,  p. & .  
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The ilociibridge Inn property consists of approxima~elv 4.5 acres. 
with boundaries corresponding to those of the parcei owned by .<anc!i 
Skidmore, parcel =2A1. ras map ;106. 

-. ine tax parcei boundary encompasses the house and enough 
surrounding land LO suggest the historic contest of the proper~3-. 






